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Deegavapiya in the
Addalachchanai DS divi-
sion of the Amapara dis-

trict is a typical dry zone village
with accessibility to water being
a major hindrance.

Severe drought conditions are
experienced here especially in
the Maha season of cultivation
–two seasons Yala – May to
August and Maha - September to
March.

Organisation for
Environmental Development
(OEPED) Head M A Najeeb told
The Financial Review yesterday
elders of the village often trav-
elled miles to collect water.

“Spending the night in the
elephant infested area till dawn
to be at the top of the line to
obtain water from the one water
source as it starts naturally fill-
ing up -from the ground water
springs – is a slow and painful
process,” he said.

The ancient lake networks
have also gone into disuse and
been abandoned owing to deposi-
tion of silt. Kudawewa is the ter-
minal lake in one such network
off which seasonal cultivation of
10 acres of paddy lands took
place.

Najeeb who is the district
planner land use, working in the
Policy Planning Department is in
charge of the Ampara district.
He has worked tirelessly to uplift
the quality of life of all three eth-
nic groups in the area. The unor-
ganized agricultural practices
especially Chena cultivations
have further aggravated the prob-
lem of land degradation in this
area.

The highland cultivators in
Kuduvil were totally dependent
on the rains and in Deegawapiya
the redness of the waters that
stagnate was corrosive and
unsuitable for cultivation.

OEPED pro-
posed the

rehabilitation and restoration of
the Kudawea by repairing the
sluice gates clearing the canals,
restructuring the spillway and
increasing the height of the
bund. The Dutugemunu farmers
organization was in charge of
conducting the participatory
decision making process of the
project.

The head of the
Agriculture
Department of the
Hardy

Advanced Technological Institute
Amapara, Mohamed Jasfar was
consulted on behalf of the farm-
ers by OEPED and the Agrarian
Services Department estimated
the cost of this exercise.

The Irrigation Department
approved and supported the proj-
ect. The Divisional Secretary of
the regional council, land
use Planning

Department officials and UNDP
officials representating
GEF/SGP Sri Lanka visited and
evaluated the project. Selected
Muslim and Sinhalese farmers in
Deegavapiya were also assisted
on organic farming with assis-
tance for cultivators of higher
lands in   the village of Kuduvil
(Tamil), Eragama DS division to
expand from rain fed cultivation.

Energy saving stoves were to
be given to the two villages to
reduce the impact on the forest
vegetation. A multipurpose live
fence was also to be established
in both villages.

There were many discus-
sions and meetings with the
community where they identi-
fied and listed their problems
and discussed plans of
action.

The repair and restora-
tion of the sluice gates and spill-
way, clearing the canal ways of
the Kudawewa, heightening of
the bund by 1 ½ ft -now around

8ft- and broadening same for
850m length - it was a narrow
foot path and is now transformed
into a roadway broad enough for
any vehicle to reach the lake)
was done with the full participa-
tion of the project beneficiaries.

Planting on the banks for
erosion prevention was also
done by the community to pro-
tect the banks. The construc-
tion of an Agro well for home
cultivations and domestic
use was also completed. The
canals were cleared so that the
waters can flow easily as they
had been silted and filled up.

Twenty four households were
selected to establish home gar-
dens and Home Garden Tool Kits
for organic cultivation was given.
They were assisted to grow live
fences as wind breaks, for fire-
wood harvesting in the future
and as food crops. In Digavapiya
a two acre block adjacent to the
lake is planted for this as a
joint effort while in Kuduvil
the fences are around each
compound.

Energy saving stoves
were introduced and given
to over 200 recipients in
the two villages to reduce the
impact on the forest for fuel
wood. For Kuduvil 1 water tank
at a height of 22ft and one elec-
tric pump which would supply
water for multi cropping and
perennial crops were supplied.
The cultivators were also taken
for field training at Gannoruwa
Agricultural Institute

The communities in both the
villages are happy that they have
access to water and save time
and gain self sufficiency in rice
and vegetable cultivation owing
to this project. They have under-
stood the value of safeguarding
their water sources to ensure a
continued supply for cultivation.

Successful water manage-
ment strategies helped the peo-
ple. While the amount of water
received in this area has not

changed the
storage, usage, man-
agement and the conservation of
vegetation in the catchment area
to reduce evaporation will bring
much benefit to the people.

Rainfall in some months in
the so called dry zone far exceeds
all other areas but 70 per cent
gets evaporated or seeps into the
parched dry ground. Therefore
strategies such as this for man-
agement of the precipitation to
benefit the people are imperative.
The Kuduvil community though
less dependent on rain is hopeful
that they will receive access to
electricity soon so they could
grow perennial crops and do
multi-cropping in an organized
manner.
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