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FF
armers who built
fences with stones to do
organic farming using

tank fed irrigation practices
were happy to see their arid
and rocky lands turning fer-
tile and productive.

Laksetha Sahana Sewa
Team leader Kapila Wijesinha
told The Island Financial
Review yesterday that they
were now reaping a good har-
vest of vegetables.

“Everything was possible
due to the timely initiative of
the UNDP’s Global
Environment Facility/ Small
Grants Programme. Thanks
to their support, what was not
possible then was now turned
into positive and profitable
within one year.”

He says it is a remarkable
achievement by any stan-
dards. “Almost all the 225 fam-
ilies now benefit. In this con-
text, the support by an
injured STF soldier
Chaminda and Malika
Samadhi, a recently passed
graduate, is impeccable.”

Following their success,
they now supply the weekly
needs to the local market at a
good price and some women
were able to start self-employ-
ment activities without much
difficulties.

A Community Based
Organizing committee  of 80
per cent women was  estab-
lished  under the  project  and
a revolving  fund  created
with  a  starting  capital  of
Rs  100,000 . The members
were provided small loans of
about Rs. 5000 to start self-
employment activities 

Seeing the positive results
enjoyed by the project benefi-
ciaries non beneficiaries from
the project area are sending
in written requests to help to
build water tanks and rock
fences. Already the project
team has received 98 requests
for water tanks and 108 for
rock fences.

He says, despite
Gallabadde village being a
rocky and hilly area in
Walapane, Nuwara Eliya
District, production of vegeta-
bles is very high.

Though, in the past, this
area was very fertile and rich
in biodiversity   due to the
geographical situation and
use of the land for settlements
and various other human
activities, things have
changed.

It became environmentally
degraded. The Forest
Department grew pine trees
on one side of the hill and
with frequent burning of for-
est undergrowth the top soil
has loosened exposing the
rocks underneath. Hundreds
of acres have been subject to
intense soil erosion while
another 100 acres of cultivat-
able land is abandoned with-
out irrigation.

The main cause for land
degradation has been the use
of chemicals for agriculture.
With the loss of nutrients in
the soil, it has become infer-
tile sandy and vulnerable to
erosion and unsuitable for
cultivation.

However, villagers have
been cultivating on this
rugged terrain for nearly 40
years.

Furthermore, the vil-
lagers have a severe water
problem. Deforestation over
a long period has caused ero-
sion of the soil and destroyed
its ability to retain ground
water. With the drying up of
water sources, the villagers
have to travel a minimum dis-
tance of four kilometers to
fetch water.

There is a need to control
and harness
rain water
flowing
from the
roof for
domestic
use. Water
from a
reservoir
situated 10
miles away

was
brought through a narrow
canal which was badly in
need of repairs.

Following an assessment,
three major concerns were
addressed     

to establish the irrigation
system and  rehabilitate
land 

to restore land subject  to
soil  erosion 

solve the drinking water
problem 
The project objectives

were to reduce soil erosion
using soil conservation meth-
ods and to rehabilitate 80
acres of cultivatable land that
had been abandoned due to
lack of irrigation.

It was an uphill task to
mobilize and motivate farm-
ers to arrest further degrada-
tion and soil erosion as the

terrain was very rocky. They
were given instructions on
building stone and live fences
to prevent soil erosion and to
test the soil prior to cultiva-
tion. They also received train-
ing in the use of a frame to
identify the contours for lay-
ing the hedges.

The farmers were trained
in making compost and liquid
fertilizer. Four thousand
plants were distributed
among 43 selected farmers
and another 500 among 25
farmers to improve their
home gardens.

500 plants were used in
reservation areas and along
water streams. Furthermore,
50  papaw  plants  were  dis-
tributed  among   26 farmer
families to help  them  derive
a good  income  by  growing
and  selling   papaw.
Families, who  were faced
with  acute  water  shortage,
were  provided building
material and the  mason’s
labour  fee  amounting to Rs
30,000 by the project to facili-
tate  construction of the  rain
water  tanks.

Furthermore, to  provide
pipe  borne  water  to the  vil-
lagers, a  water  scheme  was

developed with  the  active
participation  of the  vil-
lagers . As  a  first  step  an
inland  tank  was  constructed
beside  the perennial   stream
in the  hill  top   and some  of
the  flow  from the  stream
was  diverted into the tank
and   next  the  collected
water   was distributed  to  the
villagers  through  a pipe  sys-
tem.

The pipe was 31/2 km in
length and took 20 days to
complete. With 400 people
working the villagers were
motivated and water was
brought from the reservoir to
the forest patch and diverted
to the    natural stream which
ran into the paddy fields to
irrigate 54 acres of paddy
lands.

Results 
Built nearly 4000 feet live-

fence
Built 10 model home gar-

dens with rain water har-
vesting tanks 

Used liquid fertilizer and
compost

Built approximately 10,000
feet of stone hedges using
rocks freely available in
the area 

Enrich biodiversity with
sustainable home gardening

Community participation

Water scheme development with community participation  

Rain water tank Construction of the fence

Kapila Wijesinha

Former STF soldier guiding the villagers

BUSAN, South Korea
(AP) — World financial
leaders pledged Saturday
to push ahead on curbing
deficits and crafting finan-
cial reforms to safeguard
the global recovery, includ-
ing making banks bear
much of the burden for
government bailouts.

As expected, the
finance ministers and cen-
tral banks gathered in this
southern port city finessed
what some said were at
times heated differences
over how to reshape finan-
cial regulation and build
safety nets for countries
stricken by debt crises.

The Group of 20 wel-
comed measures taken by
the European Union, the
European Central Bank
and the IMF, including a $1
trillion bailout, to help
countries cope with the
fallout from unsustainably
high debt.

“All of us have a strong
interest in seeing those
programs succeed in
restoring confidence,” U.S.
Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner told
reporters after the meet-
ings ended.

Long-term, sustainable
growth will depend on
rebalancing growth, he
said.“The United States is
moving aggressively to fix
things we got wrong and to
strengthen our economic
fundamentals,” Geithner
said, noting that as
Americans boost savings
and investment and con-
sume less, other countries
will need to generate more
growth.

“All the countries rec-
ognize the basic reality
that the U.S. is reforming
and adjusting and that for
the world to grow at its
potential it is going to
require that growth out-
side the U.S. will come
more from domestic
demand than in the past,”
he said. Europe’s sovereign
debt crisis — and
Hungary’s warning this
week that it risks a Greek-
style meltdown of its own
— sharpened worries that
the global economy could
succumb to another down-

turn following the one
sparked by the collapse of
U.S. investment bank
Lehman Brothers in 2008.

The precarious levels of
indebtedness among many
countries also has driven
home the need to restore
what in G-20 speak is called
“fiscal sustainability,” par-
ticipants said.

“There is a significant
change of tone in the lan-
guage that the G-20 use on
the issue of fiscal sustain-
ability and there is a very
explicit reference in the
communique to those
countries with serious fis-
cal challenges needing to
accelerate the pace of con-
solidation,” said British
Chancellor George
Osborne.

While the euro fell
below $1.20 for the first
time in more than four
years Friday in reaction to
Hungary’s woes, European
officials insisted the prob-
lem was being overstated.

“Hungary has made
serious progress in consoli-
dating its public finances
over the last couple of
years,” Olli Rehn, Europe’s
commissioner for econom-
ic and monetary affairs,
told reporters. Any talk of
a risk of default “is widely
exaggerated,” he said.

Despite qualms over
the long-term prospects for
European currency unity,
ECB President Jean-Claude
Trichet defended the euro,
calling it a “solid currency,
a credible currency, a cur-
rency that has kept its
value in terms of price sta-
bility.”

The talks in Busan pre-
pared the agenda for a
meeting of G-20 leaders,
including President Barack
Obama, in Canada later
this month.

In the wake of the glob-
al recession, the G-20,
which includes both
advanced and emerging
economies, has taken over
from the Group of Seven
industrialized nations as a
key priorities-setting group
for the global economy.

The finance ministers
are working on reforms of
financial regulations to

help prevent the kinds of
financial meltdowns that
contributed to the reces-
sion, the worst global
slump since World War II.

While there seems to be
strong consensus on the
broad strokes of what
needs to be done, the diffi-
culty is in technical details
for reforming financial reg-
ulations, including how
banks and other financial
institutions might bear the
burden for government
bailouts and other inter-
ventions.

The communique
issued Saturday did not
include any reference to a
proposed universal tax on
banks to help pay for
bailouts, instead saying
there was a “range of poli-
cy options” to help protect
taxpayers.“It was apparent
that most G-20 members do
not support the concept of
a universal levy,” said
Canadian Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty,
whose government opposes
it on the grounds its banks
had not needed govern-
ment intervention during
the recent crises. Geithner
said the group was ready to
move ahead on stronger
capital reserve require-
ments for banks and limits
on indebtedness to help
banks and other financial
institutions weather future
crises.

“We will expedite devel-
opment of new rules while
setting a transition peri-
od,” he said. “Reducing
uncertainty about the ulti-
mate shape of these new
rules will help minimize
financial headwinds for
recovery.”

The group discussed
China’s currency, but only
in the context of the need
— acknowledged by
Beijing — to help rebal-
ance its economy toward
greater reliance on domes-
tic demand.

The U.S. has urged
China to move faster in
loosening controls that
keep the yuan tethered to
the U.S. dollar, and thus
undervalued, aiding its
exporters in overseas mar-
kets

G-20 finance chiefs agree
on need to curb deficits


