
Page 7Monday 17th May, 2010 Environment
By Ifham Nizam

AA
bout 200 families in the
vicinity of Dediyagala
Forest Reserve in the

Akuressa Forest Region once mar-
ginalised in society especially due
to their illegal activities like
felling, destroying the nearby for-
est for cheap carpentry and above
all for their low income levels, are
now among the affluent due to
sheer commitment.

Everything was made possible
when UNDPs GEF/Small Grants
Programme with the collabora-
tion of the Wanasarana Turulatha
Swechsha Society ensured partici-
patory conservation of the more
vulnerable areas of the
Dediyagala Forest Reserve.

Society’s President H P
Piyatissa says their aim was to
uplift the traditional Kitul trade
to reach acceptable standards.
“We also planned to link it to mar-
kets to enhance the economy of
the people and enrich the forest to
equip the community for sustain-
able use of the forest was also
planned.”

Home gardens were initiated
for selected beneficiaries. An out-
side community from the bamboo
trade was also linked to the proj-
ect, he said.

H.P. Piyathissa told The Island:
“There are about 200 families and
nearly 500 depended on them.
Earlier they got between Rs 3,000
and 4,000 per month. Following
our methods they had improved
their income levels. Now on aver-
age they get more than Rs. 30,000.
With this the class barrier, back-
wardness etc. have disappeared.”

Bringing the community clos-
er together and linking them with
the outside world and involving
them in participatory manage-
ment has brought about capacity
building.

Improving the standard and
shelf life of the products also adds
to the sustainability of this trade
as a viable and profitable liveli-
hood. Emerging leaders take the
community forward and will take
this effort beyond the lifetime of
the project. The demarcation of
boundaries prevents further
degradation of forest while the
buffer zone helps livelihoods of
people who are now more aware of
wise use of the forest.

The Island learns government
officials who earlier perceived
people as the offenders have now

changed their attitudes consider-
ing them allies in their work.

He says the quality of the trea-
cle –thickness is increase by 72
per cent- which in turn had pro-
moted blooming sales. “Personally

I think before
we entered to
the scene
they were
doing things
individually
but now they
do things as
group. This is
one of the
major con-
tributory fac-

tors for their
success rates.”

He also said that the other
important aspect was once neg-
lected forest cover is now consid-
ered as a Shrine and none of them
misuse it.

The sharp decline in forest
related crimes shows an increas-
ing respect for the natural
resources that are available for

them but maybe vulnerable and
limited. The continuous moni-
toring and evaluation helped
sustain the standards of the
project.

Eighty per cent of the
activities being imple-
mented by the community
themselves brought the
community together while
enhancing their capacity
to face the future.

The Dediyagala Forest
Reserve, 4014 in hectares,
is a highly threatened area
in the Akuressa forest
range. The forest’s
monastery is well patronized
by Sri Lankans from near and far
staying over to offer alms to medi-
ators.

The presence of the
monastery, its visitors, the watch-
ful eye of the monks and the
Buddhist philosophy of non-vio-
lence helps protect the forest.

However, the more distant
areas of the forest have been
cleared owing to encroachment

and

felling
by timber

traders.
Kitul tapping,

gathering firewood and
other human activities in the

forest are at a sustainable level.
Kitul Treacle and juggery are
made in traditional ways. The jug-
gery of this area has a special
taste being sought after but quan-
tities are small being a cottage
industry.

Piyathissa says the mass
media was used and sign boards
erected to promote and recognize
the importance and the permissi-

ble activities in the area.
Many participated in the

establishment of boundaries
planting 2500 Kitul and 2500 Erica
nut trees. Valuable rare and
endangered indigenous flora 8000
plants, 5000 forest growing species
(Hora, Kekuna, Atamba,
Welipenna 1000 were planted in
the watershed area.

Just outside the forest plant-
ing, a buffer zone was created
with 2000 bamboo plants for per-
missible human activity to obtain
economic benefits was done 2000
bamboo plants.

Tools were provided -large
pans to boil the sap, ropes, bas-
kets, knives and belts for Kitul
workers and bamboo harvesters
from Masmulla. Outer kitchens
where contamination of treacle
will be minimised were built for
18 beneficiaries.

He says a skills training work-
shop was held for 30 Kitul work-
ers. Beneficial plants were sup-
plied for organic home gardens.
Four sales centers were estab-
lished for treacle and juggery.
Nearly 50 persons were involved
in the Kitul trade five groups
formed to learn more about forest
protection and sustainable use.

They held monthly progress
discussions to discuss the
progress of the project. After each
activity was completed Grama
niladharis, District Secretaries,
Pradeshiya Sabha and other Non
Governmental Organisations and
school children were also brought
together to share knowledge and
raise awareness about related
issues, he further said.

Their achievements in a
nutshell

!Raising income through linking
local and foreign markets espe-
cially in the tourist industry
in the south and introducing
cost-benefiting methods of
manufacture of Kitul prod-
ucts.

!Uplifting the standard of Kitul
products to nationally accept-
ed levels with assistance from
the Ratnapura treacle making
society.

!Strengthening the social struc-
ture of the village and also
linking it with other traders.

!Entrepreneurship training
skills development.

!Development of Home gardens
and improving health and san-
itary facilities.

!Improving the understanding of
finances - maintaining bank
accounts, revolving fund man-
agement and micro credit.

! Poverty alleviation
!A drastic drop in forest related

crimes in statistics maintained
by Forest officers.

!Changing to use renewable
energy for Kitul product man-
ufacture

!Establishing closer ties with
government and private sector
officials – forest officers and
other local authorities.

!Preventing encroachment of
forest and enhancing its quali-
ty and biodiversity.

Kithul brings bigger
incomes for 200 families

Kithul plantation and blooming biodiversity Community participation is key to succes

Piyathissa

From page 2

Peace is a process-with minority 
A key element to really un earth the true potential

of the country is to create awareness that Peace in a
country is a Process. This includes Language Policy,
Governance structure, Economic Development,
Human rights and democracy, IDP Resettlement and
that the Military Strategy which was used was also
part of the process.  

All these elements must go hand in hand so that
we ensure that we address the root cause of terror-
ism. When ever I am called to addresses a forum the
private sector keeps asking me how a company can
contribute to Peace building and practical step is to
operationalize language policy in a company like a
telephone operator must be fluent in all 3 languages,
all circulars/notices must be in 3 languages. 

We have to make the minority feel that they are
part of the country so that we really can unleash the
true potential of this country by may be attracting the
talented diaspora back into this country

Competitiveness of SMEs  
This can only be done if the state makes the nec-

essary changes by investing on Research and
Development (R&D) and focuses on the SME sector.
The current R&D investment is estimated at below
0.2% whilst we should invest at least 2.0% if we are
to really unleash the true potential of Sri Lanka with
a culture of innovation. 

A case in point where investment on R&D has
worked was seen where a Red Onion farmer in
Kalawanchchikudy moved from manual irrigation to
drip irrigation which increased production by 3200
MT from an investment of just Rs.50,000/-. This kind
of competitiveness moves is what Sri Lanka
requires. 

The current ‘Gemidiriya’ project of empowering

the youth is a project that must get more muscle
from the policy makers is my view as it is changing
the lives of a rural household effectively.  May be Sri
Lanka can develop a dedicated Nano Technology
park so that we become a nation that drives the
South Asian economy with innovation.

Nation Branding-all ministries
If Sri Lanka can implement the concept of Nation

Branding the synergistic effect can even match the
fat advertising budgets of any country that will not
only help Tourism but Ceylon Tea, Cinnamon and all
exports of Sri Lanka. 

Turkey is the best country to explain this concept
where even though in Turkey there is a terrorist
group called the PKK it practices Nation Branding
effectively that has resulted in attracting almost a 2
million visitors. 

The best case in point is Turkey, in the German
market exposed the people to Turkish Cuisine on the
streets, Turkish politicians are featured on German
media, Sports personalities of Turkish origin are
interviewed on TV and if a German visits a depart-
ment store one gets exposed to products made in
Turkey. 

This together with the marketing spend by the
Turkish Tourism Ministry creates a synergistic effect
that results in the record visitors coming in from
Germany that was more than a 1 million in number.
Sri Lanka can test it out in a country in the Middle
East and there after roll it out globally in the future.

Conclusion
The only words that now echo in my mind are the

words expressed by my friend Mohamed Ali Alabbar
the Director General of he Dubai Economic Centre
he said “The difference between success and failure
often lies not in the strength of the vision or the
effectiveness of the strategy but in the ability of the
leader to execute”.

SL -Economic Tiger in the making?

BEIJING (AP) — U.S. leaders want China’s
clean energy boom to drive technology exports
and are sending a sales mission to Beijing this
week. But Beijing wants to create its own sup-
pliers of wind, solar and other equipment and is
limiting access to its market, setting up a new
trade clash with Washington and Europe.

China passed the United States last year as
the biggest clean power market, stoking hopes
for Western sales of wind turbines, solar cells
and other gear. But U.S. and European compa-
nies find that while Beijing welcomes foreign
technology, it wants manufacturing done here
and know-how shared with local partners. In
the wind industry, foreign suppliers with facto-
ries in China say they are shut out of major proj-
ects.

“China is very keen on being able to depend
on themselves,” said Frank Haugwitz, a renew-
able energy consultant in Beijing.

U.S. Commerce Secretary Gary Locke says
clean energy sales to China can help fulfill
President Barack Obama’s pledge to double
U.S. exports over the next five years and create
2 million jobs. Locke is leading a group of 24
American suppliers to Beijing and Shanghai
this week to drum up business.

But Chinese leaders want clean energy to
be one of a series of emerging industries with
their companies playing a leading global role.
They are using regulations to ensure the bulk of
Chinese sales go to local producers.

“There is a clash there that I think is going to
become more and more prominent unless both
sides come to some agreement,” said Jim
McGregor of APCO Worldwide Inc., a consult-
ing firm, and a former chairman of the American
Chamber of Commerce in China.

China already is embroiled in an array of dis-
putes with Washington, Europe and others over
currency, trade in goods from steel to shoes to
chicken and Beijing’s industrial policies that
favor Chinese companies in areas including
computer security and telecoms at the expense
of foreign competitors.

Washington and Beijing have so far avoided
a formal dispute over clean energy and have
pledged to cooperate in research.

The potential Chinese market is huge:
Beijing invested $34.6 billion in renewable
energy last year, nearly double U.S. spending
of $18.6 billion, according to a report by the
Pew Charitable Trusts.

Foreign suppliers range from General
Electric Co. and Europe’s Siemens AG to
Denmark’s Vestas Wind Systems A/S and
smaller startups. Products run the gamut from
20-story-tall wind turbines to generators pow-
ered by chicken manure.

“Low-carbon development in China repre-
sents an enormous opportunity for American
businesses,” said David Sandalow, an assistant
U.S. energy secretary, in an April statement to
the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review
Commission.

The biggest impact of China’s industrial
curbs has been in wind. Beijing has declared it
a strategic industry and wants to build local tur-
bine producers such as Goldwind Science &
Technology Ltd. and Sinovel Wind Co. into
global players. Chinese companies also get
grants and tax breaks to develop solar, bio-
mass, fuel cell and other technology.

The foreign share of China’s wind turbine
market plunged from 70 percent in 2005 to 12
percent last year, according to the European
Union Chamber of Commerce’s Renewable
Energy Working Group. The chamber com-
plains that Chinese authorities help local com-
panies by basing purchases on upfront prices
and ignoring a project’s lifetime cost, where
more durable foreign equipment wins.

US,Europe look
to China for clean
energy sales


