
Following the promotion of
the medicinal value of the
Duhundu plant (Celastrus pan-
icualtas), people no longer
destroy these plants in their
home gardens but inform the
implementing agency, Balangoda
Parisarika Sansandanaya, to col-
lect it.

Linkages between government
and non governmental support
agencies especially with the

Agriculture Department will help
in the sustainability of the proj-
ect.

Professor Piyal Munesinghe of
the Sabaragamuwa University is
trying to mainstream the project
by trying to link them up with the
national level programs of the
Environment Ministry.

A structure to serve as a fee
charging residential center for
eco tourists will contribute to
financial sustainability. It is
envisaged the center will draw
nature study groups including
school teams from the Ratnapura
district.

This will promote jobs as vil-
lagers now have an opportunity
to earn money by providing
meals for visitors and working as
tour guides Also compost sold in
the market is expected to bring in
an income.

Project’s Coordinating Officer
Ranjith Bogoda told The Island
Financial Review yesterday: “Our
area is well known for the endan-
gered Duhundu species. Now peo-
ple from all over the country
come and ask for plants which
has high medicinal value.”

He says part of their forest
area known for the rare Duhundu
plant in the critically endangered
species list was cleared for the
Samanalawewa project.

The forest was not protected
and people there were unaware of
the value and importance of this
rich forest and vague about the
medicinal value of the Duhundu
plant and destroyed it during for-
est clearing.

There was a need to plant it
and prevent its extinction. It was
commonly believed in the village
that the oil, derived from its seeds
could relieve rheumatic pains and
was good for skin and other dis-
eases.

Nevertheless
its oil

was not extracted. Also this area
has great potential for eco
tourism because of its scenery
and historical importance. This is
a traditional Kandyan village
with age-old temples and tradi-
tional homes dating back to the
Kandyan feudal era.

Also it is believed that in the
past natural iron /steel was made
in this area using natural wind
and this very same steel was used

to make the
Damascus sword
in Persia.
Furthermore the
surrounding
hills, mountains,
rivers, streams
and lake found in
the area con-
tribute to its nat-
ural scenic beau-
ty.

The objectives
of the project
implemented by
The Balangoda
Parisarika
Sansandanaya, a
community based
organization
which has a good
track record with
environment

work-were species conservation,
propagation of the critical
Duhundu plant and also to make
it an eco tourism venture because
of the historical importance and
beautiful natural scenery of the
area. The project was funded by
the Global Environment Facility/
Small Grants Program
(GEF/SGP) UNDPs.

The main focus of the project
was to prevent the threatened
extinction of the Duhundu plant.
“We first identified the areas
where Duhundu is found and
after raising the awareness of the
villagers took necessary steps to
protect it. More than 300
Duhundu plants were nurtured to
a good growth level over a period
of six months in two plant nurs-
eries -covering a total land extent
of ¼ acres- and these plants were
handed over to the community to
nurture under natural conditions
in their home gardens. The vil-

lagers were mobilized to collect
all the seeds available and extract
its oil.

Also stone ridges 1500 feet in
length and live fences of
Gliricidia sepum were built in

home gardens to prevent
soil erosion. People were
encouraged to grow
Gliricidia sepum to
serve both as a wind-
break and compost to
prevent drying out of
lower vegetation.
Experiments were
carried out in the

model farms and plant nurseries
to study the growth of vegetables
under various conditions.

Coexistence was the strategy
adopted to address the damage to
the vegetation by wild boars.
Without destroying the animal,
human hair cuttings obtained
from hair saloons believed to have
a deterrence effect were put on
the margins of the cultivation
plot and the stone ridges were
raised up to two feet and concrete
pots used for planting.

The underlying principle and
approach adopted in the imple-
menting of these activities was
community participation which
contributed heavily to the con-
struction phase by providing raw
material (low cost kitul (caryota
urens) trees and hay and mana
(cymbopogen), iluk (imperata)` to
serve as roofing material, sand,
clay etc) and free labour totaling
up to Rs. 95,400. Labour pro-
vided by students both male
and female amounted to 268
working hours estimated to
be Rs. 89,400 and from adults
30 working hours estimated
to be Rs. 25,000.

Accordingly the commu-
nities were made stakehold-
ers of eco tourism and were
consulted at the designing
stage. A group of ten village
youth who received intensive
training in eco tourism
formed a tour guide team.

Furthermore, the imple-
menting agency is document-
ing the traditional knowledge
on herbal plants and on
social, economic and environ-
mental history of the area
.and compiling a directory of
the informants who supplied
this valuable information.
They have also set up a
library to provide informa-
tion on wildlife and environ-
ment which is drawing school
children from the nearby
areas.

The project arranged for
Environmental committees
from two schools in the area
to visit the `Nanasala’ -knowl-
edge and documentation cen-
ter- and learn about the beau-

ty of their natural environ-
ment and the eco system in
the area by watching video
films and listening to lectures
organized at the center 

Since the community was
not organized to get external
support the project took the
initiative to establish support
linkages with the Agriculture
Department Ayurvedhic
Institute, Forest and Wild life
department, Industrial devel-
opment board and the Ceylon
Electricity Board under
Samanala Development proj-
ect and the universities.

The support provided
under the project to the
Agriculture depart-
ment included mone-

tary support amount-
ing to Rs. 15,000 to
construct a semi
protected building

to store plant seeds,
fertilizer -rock  phos-

phate- and chemicals
for experimenting the

growth of vegetables
under various conditions

The Agriculture department
was requested to test the com-
post samples prior to market-
ing it 

Results at glance 
! Villagers have improved

their home gardens by using
the new methods practiced in
model organic farms and
plant nurseries 

! People are using improved
soil conservation methods
introduced by the project: two
feet high stone hedges and
live fences of Gliricidia
sepum  350 Duhundu plants
were nurtured with the  active
participation of the communi-
ty 

! Documentation of traditional
knowledge of herbal plants
and social, economic and envi-
ronmental history of the area
is in progress 

! People, particularly school
children are making use of
the information center and
library set up under the proj-
ect to learn about the rich bio
diversity of their surround-
ing habitat and environment.
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ntrance Fees Included
coach accompanied by an English speaking tour guide

All inclusive
Special

Group Rate
Rs.62,500/=

per Pax on 
TwinSharing

Basis

Medicinal plant makes a 
come-back,uplifts community

Duhudu nursery

Liquid(natural E. M. Liquid) utility for quick decompsition

Natural Pesticide


