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CC
olombo Dockyard PLC
(CDPLC) delivered the first of
a series of four 78 m

Multipurpose Platform Supply
Vessels (MPSV) for Greatship Global
Offshore Services Pvt Limited of
Singapore, recently. This being a 78
m long Vessel is incidentally the
largest Vessel built by CDPLC for
the Offshore Sector, surpassing the
previously built 64 m Anchor
Handling Tug Supply Vessels.

Over the past few years, Colombo
Dockyard has accumulated a wealth
of experience in building Vessels for
the offshore sector requirement and
is now well experienced and geared
to meet any kind of requirement
that may arise in the offshore oil
exploration activities being carried
out in the Sri Lankan waters and
offer its expertise.

The delivered Vessel was
designed by Seatech Solutions
International (S) Pte Ltd of
Singapore in collaborative consulta-
tion with the Owner and the Builder
Colombo Dockyard. The role of the
Vessel is to support offshore oil and
gas fields on a twenty-four (24) hour
per day basis and has an endurance
of about 35 days and a cruising
range of about 9200 nautical miles.
The Vessel is capable of achieving a
high speed of 13.8 knots enabling the
Vessel to get to the desired location
around the world as quickly as pos-
sible, minimizing downtime. The
Vessel is built for operation in un-
restricted waters and is capable of
undertaking multi-purpose roles
such as transportation of pipes,
fresh water, diesel, methanol, bulk
cement, stores, equipment, moving
men, materials between platforms
and shore, and also engage in exter-
nal fire fighting, if the need arise.

Good maneuverability and sta-
tion keeping is achieved by using
twin controllable pitch propellers,
twin rudders and transverse bow
and stern thrusters. Twin maneu-
vering consoles are fitted in the
wheelhouse stations, forward and aft
with “joy-stick” controls. The Vessel
being equipped with advanced
dynamic positioning (DP AA) sys-
tem assures safe and more efficient
operations while working in close
proximity to oil platforms/ rigs,
even under the most harshest weath-

er conditions. Being equipped with a
fully automated bridge layout with
alarm monitoring systems for single
man bridge operation, the vessel is
classed with “NAV1” notation.

This Vessel has a larger accom-
modation area for 50 persons as
against the 24 persons in the previ-
ous Anchor Handling Tug Supply

Vessels. These accommodation areas
are well-appointed and are aestheti-
cally designed and built. Special
attention has been paid to noise and
vibration levels and crew comfort
onboard the vessel, thereby meeting
compliance to ‘CAC3’ notation of the
classification society.

Among another feature that was
added to this Vessel was the applica-
tion of the ‘Intersleek’, the very lat-
est innovation in foul release coat-
ings. Intersleeks exceptionally
smooth, low friction surface pre-
vents organisms attaching on to the
Vessel’s hull, saving the Owner, time
and money at sea. The specialized
coating not only reduces the fuel
costs but also has a positive impact
on the environment and has durabil-
ity up to 10 years.

The Vessel is also classed with
“In Water Survey” denoting the ves-
sel could be operated without being
dry-docked for 5 years. Due to this,
surveying the underwater parts of
the Vessel could be carried out

while the Vessel is still afloat
instead of having to dry dock the
Vessel for examination of the under
water areas, as is conventionally
done. This is a huge saving for the
Owner. In addition, the Vessel is
also equipped with Tail Shaft moni-
toring system (SCM) which is a
huge advantage for the Owner in
his quest for monitoring of temper-
ature and condition in the tail
shafts.

In addition to the dry bulk carry-
ing capability, the vessel is also capa-
ble of carrying methanol, which is a
low flash point liquid. In order to
prevent any fire risks, a special deck
foam fire fighting and prevention
system has been installed for safety.

The Vessel has been designed,
constructed and outfitted complying
with the latest rules and regulations
applicable to a Vessel of this type
and size. The plan approval and sur-
vey during construction was per-
formed by the Lloyds Register of
Shipping.

Ceylon Association of
Shipping Agents (CASA)
arranged a Presentation on
Hambantota Port
Development Project recently
at Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce, exclusively for
the Membership of CASA.

The Presentation was
made by Dr. Priyath B
Wickrama, Chairman, Sri
Lanka Ports Authority. A
large gathering including
Senior Management of
Shipping Agency Companies

representing all major
Shipping Lines worldwide
were present at this event.
During the Q&A session,
there was lot of enthusiasm
shown by those present and
it is anticipated that CASA
will keep their respective
Principals informed of the
developments taken place so
far and the facilities avail-
able for Port users with a
view to attracting Shipping
Lines to call Port of
Hambantota.

South Korea’s biggest port Busan,
overwhelmed with empty containers a
year ago, is now dealing with shipping
lines that have more cargo than they can
carry.

Surging shipments of furniture, elec-
tronics and clothes to the United States
and Europe, coupled with capacity cuts by
shipping lines, has caused as much as 15
percent of containers to be delayed in
Busan this year, often by more than a
week, according to Park Jong-ho, assis-
tant general manager at Busan
International Container Terminal Co.

“With the economy recovering, we
have been seeing a lot of containers that
didn’t make it out on time because there
wasn’t enough space on ships,” he said.

A capacity crunch on transpacific
routes has disrupted deliveries of Asian
and US exports, prompting a probe by US
regulators. Container lines have cut trips
and imposed higher rates on customers,
or shippers, after slumping trade and an
excess supply of vessels caused industry-
wide losses of about $20 billion last year,
according to Drewry Shipping
Consultants Ltd.

“There is seething anger in the shipper
community over the way rates have been
raised,” said Bjorn Van Jensen, who man-
ages more than 100,000 container ship-
ments a year as logistics head at appli-
ance-maker Electrolux AB. “Carriers see
a tight supply situation and they are look-
ing to get rates back up.”

Container shipments at Busan, the
world’s fifth-busiest port, rose 21 percent
in the first two months, rebounding from
the slump last year that forced Park to
lease extra space to help store more than
31,000 empty boxes.

In the US, retail container traffic will
likely rise 13 percent this month and by 17
percent in the first half as shops restock,
according to the Washington-based
National Retail Federation.

That’s caused rates for ad hoc ship-
ments on Asia-US routes to jump about
50 percent this year to around $2,100 per
forty-foot box, according to Johnson
Leung, a Hong Kong-based analyst at
Tufton Oceanic Ltd, the world’s largest
shipping hedge-fund group.

“The volume is surprisingly high,” he
said.

“Still, rates were at low levels at the
beginning of this year, and shipping lines
have to increase them to break even.”

US customers have also contributed to
the disruptions and higher rates by cutting
inventories to two-year lows and placing
more rush orders on concerns about hold-
ing stock.

“The trend now is that orders are
always made from Europe and the US

very rapidly and at the very last minute,”
said Ken Lee, a general manager in the
sea-freight unit at Hong Kong-based
Vinflair Shipping Ltd.

The US Federal Maritime Commission
earlier this month began a “fact-finding
investigation” into shipping capacity
because of US importers and exporters’
struggles to find space.

Lines haven’t added more vessels on
transpacific routes, citing concerns about
the sustainability of demand. The jobless
rate in the United States remains near 10
percent. Building permits, a sign of future
construction, also fell 1.6 percent last
month after a 4.7 percent drop in January.

“We have seen no reason to add extra
ships as the trend is temporary,” said A.P.
Moeller-Maersk A/S Chief Executive
Officer Nils Smedegaard Andersen. “With
the problems this industry has had, I think
we’re all be very cautious before sending
new ships into service.”

Maersk expects a “modest” 2010 profit
following its first loss in six decades last
year. Industrywide, container lines may
pare loses to about $7 billion this year,
said Drewry.The surge in shipments coin-
cides with annual contract negotiations
between lines and customers. Maersk
and Mediterranean Shipping Co, the
world’s two largest container lines, and 13
others are seeking an extra $800 per
cargo box on Asia-US west coast routes.
That’s about a 50 percent increase,
according to Leung.

“If we can get an agreement for that
kind of rate increase, then a lot of the
shipping companies will become prof-
itable,” said Kim Young-min, chief execu-
tive officer of Hanjin Shipping Co and
chairman of the Transpacific Stabilization
Agreement, or TSA, whose 15 members
carry almost 90 percent of Asia-US boxes.

Lines in the group, which has limited
US antitrust protection, are already
imposing a $400 per container “emer-
gency revenue charge” to pare losses on
contracts agreed last year during the
worst of the trade slump.

Rates fell by as much as half in those
deals, according to the TSA. The charge
will be discontinued when the new con-
tracts start around May.

Customers have to accept additional
levies or lines won’t carry their cargo,
Stockholm-based Electrolux’s Jensen
said. That’s causing “enormous uncertain-
ty” as shippers don’t know whether addi-
tional levies will follow, he said.

“I don’t know anybody who thrives on
this kind of volatility except hardened
gamblers,” he said. Even so, “shippers
understand that rates have to come back
up” as the lines’ losses are unsustainable,
he said.                                                      -IFW
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Climbing the summit to view

the panoramic beauty extending
to the coast line is a popular
excursion for both locals and for-
eigners.

Large scale illicit felling
silenced the streams while threat-
ening fauna and flora – valuable
timber species, medicinal plants.
Plans were underway to distribute
land for resettlement and plant
tea. The streams flowing across
this area were silenced and many
indigenous birds such as the jun-
gle and spur fowl had disappeared.

Threats were on the rise for
the future existence of other for-
est dwelling animals and endemic
fish species.

Thanks to the initiatives of
GEF/SGP which partnered the
Gallena Vihara Parisara
Padanama reforestation pro-
gramme spearheaded by the head
priest of the Gallenakande temple
Ven. Porunvedanda Sumana.

Their painstaking efforts
resulted in
! Streams and natural springs

being revived and their protec-

tion enhanced. Farmers say
that the soil moisture level has
increased.

! Re-establishment of forest veg-
etation and restoration of the
forest and a sense of owner-
ship valuing natural resources.

! Return of fauna re-inhabiting
the forest and their protection.

! Conservation of threatened
fauna and flora giving rise to
Biodiversity conservation of
the country as a whole.

! Soil protected by tree cover.
! Recognition - identification

and naming of plants with
name boards depicting botani-
cal and common names.

! Educational importance
enhanced owing to the aware-
ness raising programs.
It was the Sunday school stu-

dent population numbering 800
students and the Janasaviya recip-
ients who together in a pro-
gramme helped conserve this
valuable remnant low country wet
zone patch of forest.

In 1993 the Kalutara District
`Grand Forest Festival’ -Vana
Mahotsavaya- was the launching

site of this programme.
Temple lands were made avail-

able for the establishment of nurs-
eries and plant material was
brought from the district forest
office and Sinharaja.

Awareness raising and educa-
tional programmes about the
value of the ecosystem and the
present threats and soil conserva-
tion measures that can be imple-
mented were part of the initial
program. The cultivation of plants
in danger and plants of high tim-
ber value in the remaining area
were stressed.

Implementation
The rubber trees were system-

atically uprooted and nurseries
established and cared for by the
Sunday school students who
actively participated in the pro-
gramme. Stone terraces were built
by each group in the hilly terrain
with replanting and caring for the
plots their responsibility.
Medicinal plants were also culti-
vated in an area of five acres.

Between 150 and 200 acres of
valued timber and medicinal and

rare plants were planted.
Environment related competitions
where fruit plants were gifted to
winners developed a competitive
spirit and a sense of ownership of
their allocated land lots. Students
spent Saturday in their forest
plots caring for the land and
plants.

The continued supply of water
in abundance to the temple is an
asset to the 60 resident monks for
their day to day use and the 200 vil-
lagers who gather there for reli-
gious observances on Poya holidays.

Exceedingly rare and threat-
ened fish species such as the Ara
are found in the large pond con-
structed for fish propagation at
the foot of the hills.

People value the forest which
brings them economic benefits as
they are allowed to harvest Cain,
cinnamon and also gather fire-
wood for domestic consumption.

It is notable that this project
won the Soba Cineru Television
Award for the best environmental
project in 1997 - nominated by the
Sri Lanka Environmental
Journalist Forum.

Pride, commitment  promotes sustainable development in Kalutara

Colombo Dockyard delivers
largest Offshore Support
Vessel to Singapore

Ports chief briefs
shipping agents on
port development

From left: Nimal Perera (Treasurer/CASA), Ralph Anandappa (Vice
Chairman/CASA), Nimal Ranchigoda (Chairman/CASA), Dr. Priyath B
Wickrama (Chairman/SLPA) and Dhammika Walgampaya (Secretary
General/CASA)

Sailing into a perfect storm


