
characteristics such as signifi-
cant community participation,
awareness building in the com-
munity and among school chil-
dren regarding bio diversity and
solid waste management, capaci-
ty building, emphasis on sus-
tainable livelihoods, gender
focus and public awareness of
global environment have been
positive features of this project.

He says when conducting
awareness programs it was diffi-
cult to make the poorer and the
senior folks realize the impor-
tance of disposing saw dust in
an environment friendly man-
ner.

Many new job opportunities
have been created for the youth.
Making compost fertilizer has
opened alternate avenues of
income by generating employ-

ment of unemployed people liv-
ing in the Moratuwa
Municipality area.

A major challenge encoun-
tered by industrialists is the
heavy consumption of electrici-
ty (15KW) to operate the bri-
quette making machines. An
additional expenditure is
incurred by industrialists for
implementing improved infra-
structure facilities such as
smoke chimneys and heat reduc-
tion techniques to make the fac-
tory environment healthy and
conducive for the workers.

The transportation of saw
dust continues to be prohibited
by the local authority and this
policy has not changed. There
are no regulations by the local
authority with regard to the dis-
posal of saw dust. When renew-

ing license for timber mills by
the local authority, it is impera-
tive that they consider adopting
measures for a sustainable dis-
posal mechanism to minimize
environmental degradation.

Many challenges have been
encountered in the procedure of
collecting saw dust such as lack
of labour for collecting and
hauling purposes, lack of proper
road access for some mills, in
addition to difficulties encoun-
tered in obtaining dry saw dust.

The saw dust consisting of
mixed wood qualities is also
hampering the manufacturing
process of the briquette
machines. Ideally, the saw dust
should be segregated from wood
varieties. Bags provided for the
collection of saw dust can be
used only for six months; thus a
recurring expenditure is needed
to provide new bags periodically.

He says saw dust is now used
as an alternative energy source
for industries such as tile and
tea factories. Saw dust is also
used for heat exchangers in lieu
of diesel or furnace oil.

There’s a gradual reduction
of mill operations in Moratuwa,
posing a threat to the briquet-
ting industry. There is a gradual
decline in demand for locally
produced wood furniture from
consumers, as they prefer eco-
nomically priced durable furni-
ture made from plastic and syn-
thetic materials.

To overcome the possible
decline in saw dust, the NFPO is
conducting research to prepare a
feasibility study on using rice
dust from rice mills as raw mate-
rial for briquettes. Rice dust
requires less heat in the manu-
facture of briquettes and will be
more economically viable, while
initiating a viable rice dust dis-
posal system.

By Ifham Nizam

SS
ri Lanka’s natural resources
and biodiversity are subject-
ed to gradual depletion due

to the lack of public environmen-
tal awareness. It is imperative to
implement sustainable manage-
ment systems for waste and indus-
trial disposal to curb further envi-
ronment destruction.

Moratuwa is under serious
environmental threat, as the saw
dust generated from the tradition-
al timber industry is dumped
indiscriminately into rivers and
the sea.

The National Forum of
People’s Organization’ (NFPO)
recently launched the saw dust dis-
posal system. Organization’s
Project Manager Donald
Amaratunga told The Island
Financial Review: “Our objective
of the project was to minimize
environment degradation and pre-
serve biodiversity by implement-
ing a sustainable saw dust disposal
system and minimize timber use
for industrial purposes.

We hoped to create a cleaner
environment, preserve biodiversi-
ty -including water bodies- and
protect the mangroves by imple-
menting the waste management of
disposal of saw dust.”

The NFPO project envisioned
utilizing the saw dust generated
from saw mills in an environmen-
tal friendly manner for develop-
mental purposes by making bri-
quettes from saw dust.

There are about 5400 families
living in the coastal belt and river
belt in Moratuwa. Fishing and car-

pentry are the main traditional
income generating activities of the
community.

There are nearly 400 saw dust
mills in the district and the NFPO
is working with 225 mills. Around
2000 tons of saw dust has accumu-
lated in Moratuwa over the years
and the NFPO currently helps to
dispose of 350-440 metric tonnes
per month. “Earlier nobody was
bothered but now we had created a
market. This market had prevent-
ed environmental pollution on a
large scale,” he added.

Amaratunga says minimization
of disposing waste -saw dust- into
rivers and the sea has been
achieved satisfactorily, even
though the dumping of saw dust in
reservations and water bodies con-
tinues in secret.

The promoting and implemen-
tation of efficient and sustainable
environment policies have
achieved satisfactory success, he
says.

Environmental committees
have been formed with the active
participation of women. Project
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Bookings now being accepted

UPALI TRAVELS (PVT) LTD
No. 6, Sir Chittampalam Gardiner Mawatha,
Colombo 2 (Next to Regal Cinema)
Tel: 011 2543176, 011 2543175 
Mobile: 0777 270272     Fax: 011 2543175
E mail: mma_cader@upali.lk

Backed by Upali Group

Credit Cards Accepted

(Our Lady of Health)

Itinerary for (4 Nights)

Mihin Lank

Package includes:

1. Economy class airticket.
Colombo/Trichirapalli/

 Colombo by 

2. Hotel accommodation
provided with a/c rooms
on twin sharing basis.

3. All meals.

4. Air-conditioned coach 
transport, including 
airport transfers at 
Trichy bothways.

5. On Arrival 
Accompanied by a 
English speaking guide 
throughout the tour.

 conditions apply

on twin sharing 
basis

(Minimum 10pax)

All Inclusive 
Package cost 

Rs. 24,000/- 
per pax 

Day 1 (1st night)

Friday Departure Colombo by Mihin Lanka and   arrival in 
Trichy. Lunch on the way or at   Ramyas Hotel, proceed to 

Velankanni. Dinner   and overnight 
stay at hotel Sea Gate.

Day 2 (2nd Night) 
Saturday Full day at Velankanni with all meals and 

overnight stay at Hotel Sea Gate.

Day 3 (3rd Night) 
Sunday After Breakfast attend the 10.00 a.m.    Holy Mass 

and after lunch  departure from Velankanni and arrive in   
Trichy late in the evening. Dinner and overnight at   hotel 

Ramyas.

Day 4 (4th Night)
Monday Full day shopping with all meals at    Ramyas 

Hotel. Overnight at hotel.

Day 5
Tuesday After breakfast transfers to the airport to   take 

Mihin Lanka flight to Colombo.

Tours depart : Every week

With the global population
expected to reach nine billion by
2050, economic development
spurring demand for more and
better food, and increased hydro-
logical variability caused by cli-
mate change, a review of the
World Bank Group’s water strat-
egy calls for better information
and a more integrated approach
to water management.

“We can’t properly tackle
global priorities of food security,
renewable energy, adaptation to
climate change, public health,
and urbanization unless we man-
age water better,” said Julia
Bucknall, Water Sector Manager
for the World Bank. “And to man-
age water better, we really can’t
sidestep solid hydrological analy-
sis.”

The Mid-Cycle
Implementation Progress Report
for the Water Resources  strate-
gy—entitled Sustaining Water
for All in a Changing Climate—
reaffirms the soundness of the
Bank Group’s 2003 water strate-
gy and project implementation
track record. It notes highly sat-
isfactory outcome ratings for
Bank water projects, and an
appropriate emphasis on high-
priority countries, that is, coun-
tries whose people face obstacles
to their access to water.

The report, launched recent-
ly at Bank Group headquarters,
echoes findings of the
Independent Evaluation Group
(IEG) March 2010 study of the

Bank’s water portfolio. Both
reviews found that, as lending in
the water sector has increased,
project performance has
improved, with satisfactory rat-
ings consistently higher than
the Bank-wide average of 75 per-
cent.

But the report, drafted by
Nancy Vandycke, also laments
slow progress on the
Millennium Development Goal
of reducing by half the propor-
tion of people without access to
improved sanitation, as well as
the continuing shortage of reli-
able data on water availability
and use.

Specifically, the report,
endorsed by the World Bank
Board’s Committee on
Development Effectiveness
(CODE), directs the Bank Group
to:
! enhance an integrated

approach to water resource
management to meet grow-
ing demand for water in a cli-
mate-resilient way;

! scale-up support for
hydropower, as the largest
source of renewable and low-
carbon energy, including
high-risk, high-reward infra-
structure projects;

! focus more on water for cli-
mate change adaptation and
mitigation;

! increase assistance to agri-
cultural water management;
and 

! provide, with partners,

improved sanitation to the 2.6
billion people who still live
without it, in both rural areas
and fast-growing urban slums.
Inger Andersen, Vice-

President for Sustainable
Development at the World Bank,
welcomed the Progress Report,
singling out its reaffirmation of
the institution’s commitment to
help developing countries to
upgrade or build adequate
hydraulic infrastructure, or
remove obstacles to it.

“Only 23 percent of
hydropower potential located in
developing countries has been
exploited. The gains for the poor
can be enormous,” she said. “To
achieve those gains successfully
we must engage with communi-
ties pro-actively to identify local
benefits and manage and miti-
gate any risks associated with
hydropower projects. In that
manner, all people benefit, today
and tomorrow.”

Water Sector Manager
Bucknall welcomed the guidance
provided by the report. “Its find-
ings show that the 2003 strategy
correctly identified the key fac-
tors that influence the water sec-
tor today, namely population,
growth, urbanization, and cli-
mate change. The strategic
directions outlined in this
report—aligned with key find-
ings in the IEG report on
water—will guide the Bank’s
Water Anchor and the regions
from now to 2013.”

Saw dust: once a burden now
a big success in Moratuwa

Now a successful venture Saw dust, once a major environment issue

Integrate Water Management,
Help Countries on Hydropower
!!Says Review of World Bank Group Water Strategy


